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So it is clear that, on a bipartisan 

basis, Congress has long recognized the 
significance of this statue and its role 
in keeping alive not only the memory 
of Robert Emmet, but the ideals for 
which he stood. 

At present, the statue of Emmet is 
the only statue on this small piece of 
land. This bill would take the next log-
ical step by naming the land for 
Emmet. It is a fitting tribute since, for 
generations, many American school-
children learned the words of Emmet’s 
famous speech, which became known as 
the ‘‘Speech from the Dock.’’ 

I often wonder what Abraham Lin-
coln was taught as a boy. We all 
learned the Gettysburg Address, but, in 
fact, Abraham Lincoln could recite the 
‘‘Speech from the Dock’’ by memory. It 
couldn’t have been an easy speech for 
Emmet to give when one considers that 
he was expected to be executed after 
giving that speech. 

Emmet had been an Irish independ-
ence leader who was deeply influenced 
by George Washington and the struggle 
for American independence. He was in-
spired by the American fight for de-
mocracy and self-determination. But 
after a failed effort to achieve inde-
pendence, he was captured by the Brit-
ish, as were many others over centuries 
of struggle. 

In his speech, Emmet said: 
Let no man write my epitaph; for as no 

man who knows my motives dare now vindi-
cate them, let not prejudice or ignorance as-
perse them. Let them and me rest in obscu-
rity and peace, and my tomb remain 
uninscribed, and my memory in oblivion, 
until other times and other men can do jus-
tice to my character. When my country 
takes her place among the nations of the 
Earth, then, and not till then, let my epitaph 
be written. 

Shortly after giving that speech on 
September 20, 1803, Robert Emmet was 
hanged, drawn, and quartered. But 
Emmet’s words lived on. In fact, groups 
named the Emmet Monument Associa-
tion were founded in the United States. 
Their stated purpose was to build a 
burial monument to Emmet, one that 
would, of course, include an epitaph. 

But because Emmet called for Ire-
land to be free before his epitaph was 
written, these groups were actually Fe-
nian freedom organizations. They and 
other American groups were quite ac-
tive in the United States for many 
years all across our Nation. They came 
before subsequent American roles in 
the struggle for Irish independence, 
and their presence played a major role 
in American political life for many 
decades. 

So I respectfully urge the passage of 
this bill. It does not require spending 
funds, and it does not alter the park or 
the park system. It would basically in-
clude the name Robert Emmet Park to 
a small piece of land where the Emmet 
statue rests. 

Many Americans, as well as our gov-
ernment, have long recognized the sig-
nificance of the park and statue in 
keeping alive not just the history of 
Robert Emmet, but what he stood for. 
I am glad that continues today. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to once 
again thank the majority and the mi-
nority members of the Natural Re-
sources Committee as well as their 
staffs. Their support made it possible 
for this measure to once again be on 
the floor today. 

I would like to thank the hard-
working staffs of the Smithsonian In-
stitution and the National Park Serv-
ice who have taken care of the Emmet 
statue and park for these many, many 
years. 

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
COOK) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 1500. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

ESTABLISHING A VISITOR SERV-
ICES FACILITY ON THE ARLING-
TON RIDGE TRACT 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1073) to authorize the Secretary 
of the Interior to establish a structure 
for visitor services on the Arlington 
Ridge tract, in the area of the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps War Memorial, and for other 
purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1073 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DEFINITION. 

In this Act, the term ‘‘Arlington Ridge 
tract’’ means the parcel of Federal land lo-
cated in Arlington County, Virginia, known 
as the Nevius Tract and transferred to the 
Department of the Interior in 1953, that is 
bounded generally by— 

(1) Arlington Boulevard (United States 
Route 50) to the north; 

(2) Jefferson Davis Highway (Virginia 
Route 110) to the east; 

(3) Marshall Drive to the south; and 
(4) North Meade Street to the west. 

SEC. 2. ESTABLISHMENT OF A VISITOR SERVICES 
FACILITY ON THE ARLINGTON 
RIDGE TRACT. 

Notwithstanding section 2863(g) of Public 
Law 107–107, the Secretary of the Interior is 
authorized to construct a structure for vis-
itor services to include a public restroom fa-
cility on the Arlington Ridge tract in the 
area of the U.S. Marine Corps War Memorial. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. COOK) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. BEYER) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1073, brought to us 

by our Natural Resources Committee 
colleague Congressman DON BEYER of 
Virginia, authorizes the National Park 
Service to construct a visitor services 
center at the United States Marine 
Corps Memorial in Arlington, Virginia. 

The United States Marine Corps Me-
morial is one of the emblematic sites 
of our Nation’s Capital. As a marine, 
the memorial is especially near and 
dear to my heart. It represents our Na-
tion’s gratitude and esteem for the Ma-
rines and those who have fought beside 
them. 

While the statue depicts the flag rais-
ing on Iwo Jima—one of the most 
iconic events in World War II—the me-
morial is dedicated to all marines who 
have given their lives in defense of the 
United States since 1775. 

Each year, the memorial attracts 
over 1 million visitors and hosts sev-
eral popular events, including Summer 
Sunset Parades and the Marine Corps 
Marathon. 

Despite this popularity, the memo-
rial lacks basic visitor services such as 
permanent restroom facilities. The bill 
before us authorizes the construction 
of a visitor services center that in-
cludes permanent restroom facilities, 
thus allowing those visiting our Na-
tion’s Capital to visit and appreciate 
this grand memorial with increased 
comfort. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of the 
measure, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, the bill before us today, 
H.R. 1073, authorizes the National Park 
Service to construct a visitor services 
facility that includes a restroom at the 
U.S. Marine Corps Memorial, also 
known as the Iwo Jima Memorial. The 
memorial is located in Arlington, Vir-
ginia, adjacent to Arlington National 
Cemetery, and a short drive from the 
Pentagon and from here. 

This iconic statue of marines raising 
the flag over Iwo Jima is one of the 
country’s most recognized memorials— 
the most recognized memorial in the 
whole world—and receives a tremen-
dous amount of visitation. Unfortu-
nately, there are no permanent rest-
room facilities at the site. It goes with-
out saying that this is a major hurdle 
to visitor comfort, especially given 
that this is a popular destination of 
our veterans, not all of whom are able- 
bodied. 

However, once this bill becomes law, 
the National Park Service will be able 
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to construct a restroom with funds 
that have already been donated for this 
purpose. This is in keeping with a 
broad policy of improving accessibility 
of all the memorials on and around The 
National Mall. 

This bill is a long time coming. I 
want to thank my bill cosponsors for 
their support, Mr. COOK of California 
and Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. 

I understand that our good friends 
from the Park Service are watching 
with excitement and pleasure this 
afternoon as we take this up on the 
floor. I urge my colleagues to support 
this bill. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 

the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
COOK) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 1073. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

REAUTHORIZING THE HISTORI-
CALLY BLACK COLLEGES AND 
UNIVERSITIES HISTORIC PRES-
ERVATION PROGRAM 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1135) to reauthorize the Histori-
cally Black Colleges and Universities 
Historic Preservation program. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1135 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGES 

AND UNIVERSITIES HISTORIC PRES-
ERVATION PROGRAM REAUTHOR-
IZED. 

Section 507(d)(2) of the Omnibus Parks and 
Public Lands Management Act of 1996 (54 
U.S.C. 302101 note) is amended by striking 
the period at the end and inserting ‘‘and 
each of fiscal years 2018 through 2024.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. COOK) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. BEYER) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 

b 1430 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

H.R. 295, introduced by Congressman 
JAMES CLYBURN from South Carolina, 

reauthorizes the Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities Historic 
Preservation program. 

Since 1988, the Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities Historic 
Preservation program has awarded 
over $60 million in grants to assist His-
torically Black Colleges and Univer-
sities with needed maintenance and re-
habilitation of historic buildings on 
their campuses. These projects may in-
clude repairing damaged masonry, up-
grading electrical and plumbing sys-
tems, or fixing leaking roofs. 

Although the needs of our Nation’s 
Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities exceed the amounts author-
ized by this legislation, future funding 
provided to this program will help to 
ensure that the rich history of these 
campuses remains preserved for future 
generations. 

I urge adoption of this measure, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1135 reauthorizes 
the Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities Historic Preservation pro-
gram. This program provides grants to 
revitalize and conserve historic struc-
tures at Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities in Virginia. 

I am very proud and grateful of the 
five HBCUs we have in Virginia: Vir-
ginia State, Norfolk State, Hampton 
University, Virginia Union University, 
and Virginia University of Lynchburg. 

I point out that the Nation’s first 
elected African-American Governor, 
Douglas L. Wilder, was a graduate of 
Virginia Union University. 

Since the program was first author-
ized in 1988, as Mr. COOK has said, there 
has been over $60 million in grants to 
help restore iconic structures on many 
of these college campuses, and two- 
thirds of this money appropriated has 
been leveraged to generate matching 
funds to maximize the impacts of tax-
payer dollars. But despite all the 
progress made with respect to revital-
izing these campuses, there is still a 
lot of work that remains to be done in 
all 107 HBCUs. 

Reauthorization and sustained sup-
port for this program is long overdue. 
So I would like to thank my esteemed 
colleague from South Carolina (Mr. 
CLYBURN) for all of his hard work and 
relentlessness to bring this bill to the 
attention of Congress. 

I urge my colleagues to join in sup-
porting this good bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield as 
much time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
CLYBURN), the distinguished leader. 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Virginia for yield-
ing me the time. 

Mr. Speaker, as a student and former 
teacher of history, I have worked dur-
ing my tenure in Congress to preserve 

and protect our Nation’s historic treas-
ures. 

Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities, commonly called HBCUs, are 
some of the most important historic 
educational institutions in our coun-
try. There are over 100 HBCUs in the 
country, and eight of them are in 
South Carolina. I proudly represent 
seven of them and I am a graduate of 
one. 

Many of them have buildings and 
sites on their campuses that have ex-
isted for over a century and are of 
great historical significance. Unfortu-
nately, many of the historic buildings 
and sites on these campuses have dete-
riorated over the years and are at risk 
of being lost if not preserved and pro-
tected. 

In 1998, at the behest of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus, the United States 
Government Accountability Office, the 
GAO, surveyed 103 HBCU campuses to 
identify the historically significant 
sites on these campuses and project the 
cost of restoring and preserving these 
properties. The GAO identified 712 his-
toric buildings and sites, and projected 
a cost of $755 million to restore and 
preserve them. Each of these sites has 
national significance to American his-
tory, and I believe we have an obliga-
tion to be stewards of these historic 
treasures. 

In 2003, working with our former col-
league Jim Hansen of Utah and our 
current colleague and my dear friend 
JIMMY DUNCAN of Tennessee, Congress 
expanded the program and authorized 
expenditures of $10 million annually for 
5 years. I have seen the results first-
hand. Last year, Allen University re-
dedicated the historic Chappelle Audi-
torium on its campus in Columbia, 
South Carolina, which was painstak-
ingly restored thanks to funding from 
this program. Originally built in 1925, 
this building was central to the cul-
tural life of African Americans in 
South Carolina for generations. 

In 1947, Reverend Joseph A. DeLaine 
attended an NAACP event at Chappelle 
Auditorium that inspired him to orga-
nize Black families in Clarendon Coun-
ty to petition their school district to 
provide buses for Black students who, 
at the time, were forced to make a 
daily walk of 9.4 miles to school. That 
was 9.4 miles to school and 9.4 miles 
back home. 

The legal case that grew from this 
petition, Briggs v. Elliott, precipitated 
the frontal attack on segregation in 
the country and was later combined 
with four other cases that became 
Brown v. Board of Education of To-
peka, Kansas, at the Supreme Court. 
Overturning the separate-but-equal fal-
lacy, Brown ended legal segregation 
throughout America. 

This is just a singular example of the 
history living on HBCU campuses. Be-
cause of our past efforts, historic build-
ings and sites at 59 HBCUs in 20 States 
have received funding from this pro-
gram. However, many historic struc-
tures are still endangered. 
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